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Auditoire de Calvin, December 28 2025
First Sunday after Christmas

We stand to sing. After the doxology, we
remain standing for the prayer of dedication.
After the final hymn, we remain standing for
the benediction and threefold Amen.

Prelude Adeste fideles
Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
Introit CH4 330 The tyrant issues his decree

Welcome

Call to Worship

Your righteousness is like the highest
mountains,

your justice like the great deep.

You, Lord, preserve both people and animals.
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!
People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
For with you is the fountain of life; in your
light we see light.

CHA4 306 O come all ye faithful (Verses|,2,3)

Opening prayers

Collect

God of mercy, we recall today Matthew’s story
of the slaughter of the holy innocents of
Bethlehem.

Receive, we pray, into the arms of your
mercy all innocent victims; and by your
great might frustrate the designs of evil
tyrants and establish your rule of justice,
love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever. Amen.

CH4 322 Good Christians, all rejoice

Gospel Matthew 27-23

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and
learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sentthem to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently
for the child, and when you have found him,
bring me word so that | may also go and pay
him homage.” When they had heard the king,
they set out, and there, ahead of them, went



the star that they had seen in the east, until it
stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the
house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests,
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their
owh country by another road.

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until | tell you, for
Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother by night, and went to
Egypt and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out
of Egypt | have called my son.”

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by
the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the magi.
Then what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled

“A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be consoled, because they
are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord
suddenly appeared in a dreamto Josephin
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those
who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother, and went to the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.
There he made his home in a town called
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken
through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He
will be called a Nazarene.”



CH4 194 This is the day
Message

Music for reflection Come, Jesus, come
(Georgina Cofie)

CHA4 324 Angels from the realms of glory
(verses 1,2,3,5)

Offering
Music O hail this brightest day of days
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Doxology

Praise God, the Source of life and birth;
praise God, the Word, who came to earth;
praise God the Spirit, holy flame

all glory, honour to God’s name. Amen.
Ruth C Duck (b. 1947). CH4 809

Prayer of dedication (standing)

Prayers for the world and its people
Lord, in your mercy...

Hear our prayer.

The Lord’s Prayer

CHA4 320 Joy to the world

Sending out and Blessing
and Three-fold Amen

Postlude Noel Suisse
Louis Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Join us in the Salle Théodore de Béze
for refreshments after the service!

Thought for the Week
Let us reflect on what God has done for
us in the past




Worship leader Rev Daniel Gnaegi
Welcoming elder Lyndsey Bochaton
Ushers Alex Craeye, Freda Craeye
Readers Alex Craeye, Freda Craeye
Organ Rebecca Dirks MacDonald
Choir Péaraic Réamonn

Coffee & tea Nan Braunschweiger

January 4 2026 Communion Sunday

Led by Rev Scott McCarthy

Collection in aid of Partage, the Geneva food
bank: partage.ch/en/. Donations can also be
brought to the Salle on other Sundays. You can
find a list of suitable products: bit.ly/47Ln0sT.
Monday January 12, 19h30 An epilogue to the
International Presbytery Advent Bible studies
Zoom link ccolliar@churchofscotland.org.uk
Friday 23 January, 19h, Scots Kirk, Lausanne
Service of linking of our Geneva and Lausanne
congregations and introduction of Rev Dr Eniko
Ferenczy as our minister. If you need a lift, or
can offer a lift, please let us know
churchofscotlandgeneva@gmail.com

Bank Account Church of Scotland, GE
Account No 279-C7114389.0
IBAN CH13 00279279 C71143890
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